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is﻿and﻿why﻿it﻿ is﻿ important﻿for﻿ this﻿study.﻿Taylor﻿(2006)﻿has﻿defined﻿mobile﻿ learning﻿as﻿“learning﻿














Below﻿we﻿provide﻿ a﻿ brief﻿ overview﻿of﻿Communicative﻿Language﻿Teaching﻿ and﻿Task-Based﻿























In﻿2000,﻿ the﻿ Italian﻿Ministry﻿of﻿Education﻿ implemented﻿a﻿major﻿ foreign﻿ language﻿education﻿
reform﻿programme﻿called﻿Progetto﻿Lingue﻿2000,﻿whose﻿main﻿aim﻿was﻿ to﻿provide﻿courses﻿ in﻿ two﻿
foreign﻿languages﻿from﻿primary﻿to﻿high﻿school﻿levels﻿to﻿develop﻿learners’﻿communicative﻿competence﻿
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as﻿defined﻿by﻿the﻿Council﻿of﻿Europe﻿Framework﻿of﻿Reference﻿for﻿Languages﻿(2001).﻿In﻿the﻿Progetto﻿
Lingue﻿ 2000﻿ impact﻿ study,﻿ students﻿were﻿ taught﻿ in﻿ small﻿ homogeneous﻿ groups,﻿ following﻿CLT﻿
principles﻿ and﻿ using﻿ up-to-date﻿ technologies.﻿The﻿ emphasis﻿ of﻿ the﻿ study﻿was﻿ on﻿ introducing﻿ a﻿




the﻿perceptions﻿of﻿ their﻿ students.﻿The﻿most﻿ important﻿ gaps﻿were﻿ found﻿on﻿ the﻿perception﻿of﻿ the﻿






















due﻿ to﻿ their﻿ different﻿ experiences﻿ and﻿ expectations.﻿Many﻿ students﻿ doubted﻿whether﻿ they﻿ could﻿
practice﻿all﻿language﻿skills﻿in﻿a﻿mobile﻿learning﻿environment.﻿This﻿might﻿have﻿been﻿due﻿to﻿the﻿lack﻿
of﻿real﻿opportunities﻿for﻿them﻿to﻿practice﻿those﻿skills﻿using﻿mobile﻿devices.
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Another﻿methodologically﻿ relevant﻿study﻿ is﻿by﻿Pellerin﻿ (2014)﻿which﻿examined﻿how﻿the﻿use﻿
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Action research involves taking a self-reflective, critical, and systematic approach to exploring 
your own teaching contexts. So, in AR, a teacher becomes an ‘investigator’ or ‘explorer’ of his or her 
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Figure 1. Action research cycle . Source: Kemmis and McTaggart 1988, p. 14.
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started﻿ to﻿ include﻿some﻿deliberate﻿ interventions﻿ into﻿ their﻿ teaching﻿situation﻿ following﻿an﻿agreed﻿
timetable.﻿In﻿October,﻿the﻿teachers﻿involved﻿in﻿this﻿study,﻿for﻿example,﻿introduced﻿the﻿iPads﻿to﻿the﻿










Starting﻿ from﻿October,﻿ the﻿ researcher﻿ observed﻿ four﻿ lessons﻿ focusing﻿ on﻿ different﻿ skills.﻿
Observation﻿can﻿be﻿fascinating,﻿but﻿also﻿time-consuming.﻿In﻿order﻿not﻿to﻿lose﻿the﻿focus,﻿the﻿researcher﻿
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Figure 2. Interview question types (Source: Richards, 2003, p. 57)
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Students’ and Teachers’ Perceptions of the 




























performance﻿when﻿ students﻿were﻿exposed﻿ to﻿ listening,﻿ speaking﻿and﻿writing﻿ tasks﻿performed﻿on﻿
mobile﻿devices﻿(Lin,﻿2014;﻿Lys,﻿2013).
Use of the iPad as a Tool by Teachers and Students for 




The﻿ ‘iPad﻿ implementation’﻿ theme﻿ derived﻿ from﻿ interview﻿ and﻿ classroom﻿observation﻿ data﻿
consisted﻿of﻿several﻿categories﻿(‘engagement’,﻿‘independence’,﻿‘motivation’,﻿‘creativity’).﻿Teachers﻿
reported﻿ improvement﻿ in﻿ student﻿work;﻿ they﻿were﻿ also﻿ enthusiastic﻿ about﻿ students’﻿ increased﻿
engagement﻿with﻿assignments.﻿Teacher﻿A﻿summed﻿it﻿up:
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Figure 3. Students’ expectations of the use of the iPad in the English classroom
International Journal of Computer-Assisted Language Learning and Teaching






















The﻿ ‘Effective﻿ tasks’﻿ theme﻿ in﻿ the﻿ data﻿ included﻿ categories﻿ like﻿ ‘skills’,﻿ ‘task﻿ types’,﻿ and﻿




















Table 2. Survey results on teachers and students perceptions of the use of the iPad for listening, writing and speaking skills
Ipad is useful to… A lot Yes Maybe Not at all
improve﻿speaking 20% 41% 32% 7%
improve﻿listening 44% 46% 10% 0.00%
improve﻿writing 24% 51% 10% 15%
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Figure 4. Teacher while mirroring her work on the screen
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Figure 5. Student while selecting part of a video recording
International Journal of Computer-Assisted Language Learning and Teaching































LIMITATIoNS oF THE STUdy
This﻿study﻿has﻿had﻿a﻿number﻿of﻿limitations﻿that﻿must﻿be﻿noted.﻿They﻿are﻿mainly﻿related﻿to﻿the﻿context﻿




Table 3. Most frequent words used in the interviews
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APPENdIX
Table 4. Student survey questions
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